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Such being the case, they now concluded that Austria
would treat any reply they could make as unsatisfactory,
and make war. Therefore they "would appeal to the Gov-
ernments of the friendly Powers to protect the indepen-
dence of Serbia. If war was inevitable, Serbia would carry
it on." 33 Since Austria would evidently reject any reply
which did not yield on all points, they could afford to give
their reply a very conciliatory form, apparently yielding on
many points, and even suggesting submitting the question
to the arbitration of the Hague Tribunal. This kind of a
conciliatory reply would help gain the sympathy and pro-
tection of the Powers, and tend to place Austria in the
wrong when she rejected it. It was, however, more yielding
in form than in substance, and it is significant that two or
three hours .before they handed it to Giesl at the expira-
tion of the time-limit, they had already ordered the general
mobilization of the whole Serbian army.34 In fact they had
at once begun to make such frantic military preparations for
defence and for the transport of the Government archives,
treasure and officials from an exposed position in Belgrade
to the interior,35 that the German Minister was misled into
telegraphing his Government at 11:50 P.M. on Friday
night, "Mobilization is already in full swing."36
This ordering of Serbian mobilization before handing
in the conciliatory reply, which was regarded more as a
diplomatic gesture than a serious effort to satisfy Austria,
had another advantage. Serbian hatred against Austria had
been so stimulated by the newspaper campaign, and Serbian
military officers of the "Black Hand" group were so eager
for war and ready to overthrow Pashitch, that if he had
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